
Chromatography Columns
Omnifit’s range of chromatography
columns allows researchers in the
food and drink industries to carry out
precision liquid chromatography in
the laboratory. Available with bores of
3.0 to 50mm, the columns are suitable
for a variety of analytical, preparative
and high performance application as
well as original equipment manufac-
ture. Manufactured from chemically
and biologically inert borosilicate
glass with PTFE fittings, the Omnifit
chromatography column range has
minimal dead volume to eliminate
sample contamination problems and
ensure smooth solvent flow. All
columns and attachments are
designed for simple assembly and dis-
assembly to allow easy packing and
bed material replacement. — Omnifit,

55 Front St., Suite 3, Rockville

Centre, N.Y., 11570, phone: Steve

Vaughan at (516) 255-0652 or (800)

536-6248, fax: (516) 255-0655, e-

mail: sales@omnifitusa.com, Web

site: www.omnifitusa.com

Flexible Polyurea Elastomer
Joint Sealer

Garon Products’ Tigerthane 220™ is
a rapid setting, 100 percent solids,
flexible, two-part polyurea elas-
tomer. It is ideal for repairing spalled
joints, as well as fitting random
cracks and patching gouges, holes
and surface defects. Tigerthane 220 is
designed to set in applications rang-
ing from freezing conditions to 130°F
and is traffic ready within 60 min-
utes. The use of Tigerthane prevents
contaminants from pooling in joint
areas — especially necessary in food
plants and other floor surfaces where
sanitary conditions are required. —

Garon Products Inc., P.O. Box 1924,

Wall, N.J., 07719-1924, phone:

(800) 631-5380, fax: (732) 223-2002

Environmental Surface
Sampling

NASCO’s Whirl-Pak® Speci-Sponge
Bags for environmental surface sam-
pling are available in three varieties —
Speci-Sponge® with sterile phosphate
buffer, Speci-Sponge® with sterile
gloves and Speci-Sponge® with buffer
and gloves. The Whirl-Pak Speci-
Sponge Bag is designed for environ-
mental surface sampling of work
areas, equipment and any other place
where testing for Listeria, Salmonella,
E. coli and other foodborne pathogens
is required. — NASCO, 901

Janesville Ave., P.O. Box 901, Fort

Atkinson, Wis., 53538-0901, phone:

(920) 563-2446, fax: (920) 536-8296,

e-mail: info@eNASCO.com, Web

site: www.eNASCO.com
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SUPPLIER’S
MARKETPLACE

Innovation is All About Culture 
at Swiss Valley Farms

PARTNERS IN PROGRESS

Ten years ago, Swiss Valley Farms teamed up with
Delkor Systems of Minneapolis, Minn., to pioneer the

first SPOT-PAK® packaging line in the United States. The
success of that joint effort eventually changed the way
cultured dairy products were packaged throughout
North America. Today about 40 percent of all cottage
cheese and sour cream produced in the United States and
Canada is packaged in SPOT-PAK® packages.

With the expansion of Swiss Valley Farms' cultured
production in 2001, it was also time to upgrade the
Delkor SPOT-PAK® lines, and again Swiss Valley Farms
and Delkor teamed up to provide significant innovation.
In an effort to provide its customers with the maximum
range of packaging alternatives, Swiss Valley Farms
asked Delkor to develop a SPOT-PAK® machine that
could package the full range of cultured products from
4-ounce yogurt cups through 5-pound tubs.  In addition,
Swiss Valley Farms wanted to use this same machine for
packaging 4-, 6-, and 8-ounce yogurt in fiber trays or die-
cut corrugated trays, with rapid change-over between
cup sizes, pack patterns and tray styles.

“The machine which Swiss Valley Farms outlined rep-
resented a significant engineering challenge, but we also
knew it represented the Holy Grail for a cultured prod-
ucts producer,” says Dale Andersen, president of Delkor
Systems. “The target was one machine, which could be easily converted to run a wide variety of package styles

and pack patterns for every container size. In addition,
Swiss Valley Farms asked us to assist in finding a part-
ner that could provide a robotic palletizer with the same
degree of flexibility.”

To allow the flexibility of the 5-pound tubs, a top pad was
added to the SPOT-PAK® package. Delkor patented this vari-
ation of its SPOT-PAK® package a few years ago, and it
greatly expanded the range of products that could be
included in a SPOT-PAK® package. To accommodate the
rapid changeover for cup sizes or pack patterns, Delkor
developed a servo driven laner. This Servo Laner automati-
cally adjusts for any cup size or pack pattern (4-, 6-, 8-, 12-,
16-, 24-, 32-ounce, as well as 3-, 4- or 5-pound tubs).

In addition to this flexibility of cup sizes, Delkor added
both a fiber tray and open die-cut corrugated tray loading
options to offer a range of shipper alternatives. 

“We knew from our long relationship with Delkor that
they were capable of delivering innovation, and our new
combination SPOT-PAK® and tray loading equipment more
than exceeds our expectations,” says Mike Klein, plant man-
ager of Swiss Valley Farms' Cedar Rapids, Iowa, facility,
“The variety it offers our customer base is important, and
the ease with which we can move from one cup size, or pack-
age style to another makes it economically viable.”

With respect to the automatic palletizing, Delkor
teamed up with Columbia Okura to design a unique
robotic palletizer, which could handle the full range of
SPOT-PAK® packages (with or without top pads) as well
as fiber trays and die-cut trays. The SPOT-PAK®

Palletizer is the first of its kind and required a significant
engineering effort on the part of Columbia Okura. “We
focused our efforts with Delkor on designing a palletizer
that could meet the range of flexibility they were build-
ing into their new design, and our joint efforts proved to
be very successful,” notes by Dick Sampson, sales man-
ager of Columbia Okura,      

“Innovation always comes with a certain degree of
increased risk, but the key is having the right team and the
right culture,” adds Klein. “This was an important project
for Swiss Valley Farms, and both Delkor and Columbia
Okura delivered on their promises.” df

Delkor's new Servo Laner accommodates rapid changes for

pack patterns and cup sizes.

The new SPOT-PAK
®

Robotic Palletizer is designed to

handle the full range of SPOT-PAK
®

packages.

Cottage Cheese Products in SPOT-PAK
®

Packages with Top

Pad. Delkor has received both U.S. and Canadian package

patents for this innovation.


